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ALTOONA GOVERNMENT STUDY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY, MAY 5, 2014 – 6:00 P.M. 

CITY OF ALTOONA TRAINING FACILITY & COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
1320 WASHINGTON AVENUE, ALTOONA, PA 

 
CALL TO ORDER at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Hippo 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL was taken by City Clerk Linda Rickens Schellhammer; present were Study 
Commission Members:  Dave Duncan, Heather Eckels, Richard Flarend, Bev Green, 
Robert Kutz, Vice-Chairman Richard Fiore Jr. and Chairman Wayne Hippo  

ALL PUBLIC COMMENT – offered by Chairman Hippo and none given 

ADOPTION OF THE APRIL 7, 2014 MEETING MINUTES - Upon motion of Dave Duncan 
seconded by Beverly Green all were in favor to adopt the April 7, 2014 meeting minutes 
and the motion carried; all were present for the vote 
 
INTERVIEW – Omar Strohm, Finance Director 
Mr. Strohm was interviewed regarding the need for a Controller; Mr. Strohm stated the 
3rd Class City Code was just amended to allow a non-elected person to serve as City 
Controller; Omar provided the following insight: the current Controller did work behind 
the scenes but not related to his position; the City had a Controller that had poor 
interaction with City staff and a Controller who did not dedicate much time to the 
position; the current Controller is in between this; currently the Controller reviews 
purchases with the Finance Department; if hiring a Controller Mr. Strohm believes the 
City will receive a qualified applicant; if electing it may not; not a lot of auditing of 
accounts is currently done by the Controller as it is largely done by the City’s hired 
Auditor; the positions could be combined into one and the independent Auditor can 
answer additional questions; there is a finding on the audit regarding segregation of 
duties and it continues to be there with a City Controller; purchases are reviewed by the 
Controller, the Finance Department and the City Manager; two people currently sign a 
check – the Finance Department and the Controller; oversight could come from the firm 
the City uses now or another firm 
 
Mr. Duncan asked what insight an elected Controller would have stating there is a 
budget which is approved by Council, initiated by staff, therefore, the Controller’s 
position could have been a political position and considered to be carry over from a long 
time ago before professional management was initiated within local government 
 
Mr. Hippo stated that if things are being handled by a 3rd party contract and there was 
an issue raised in an audit, Council would have more flexibility to increase participation 
of a hired firm or person than they would an elected Auditor/Controller 
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Councilman Haire stated the Finance Director prepares the City budget and carry’s out 
the budget and the position of a Controller is political; the Commission should question if 
this is the best use of City funds 
 
Mr. Strohm stated when purchasing is done there has to be a request, the purchasing 
agent produces the requisition and Finance and the Controller sign off; the line item has 
to be defined and there has to be money in the line item; Finance determines if it is an 
eligible purchase and if questions arise the person making the request can be 
questioned; the Controller signs at the end of the process  
 
Mr. Hippo suggested the Commission look at those municipalities without a Controller 
and how they review purchasing 
 
City Solicitor Larry Clapper stated only the voters can remove the Controller as the City 
has the Optional Plan and the position has to exist 
 
REVIEW OF DRAFT 3 
 
City Solicitor Larry Clapper reviewed draft 3   
 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS – reviewed and agreed upon language for specific 
action, general requirements, enactment, publication and effective date, emergency 
ordinances, penalties, authentication and recording, codification and printing  
 
The Commission discussed advertisement language and use of the website and the 
introduction and adoption of ordinances at two different meetings, publication prior to 
adoption and effective date, the Commission will use Easton’s authentication and 
recording language 
 
GENERAL PROVISIONS – Eminent Domain okay; will find a place for this at the end; will 
come back to Charter Amendment; need to find a place for Separability 
 
TRANSITION AND CONTINUATION – would like to use Allentown, Reading, Lebanon 
 
INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM – proposing language in Greensburg and West Chester 
 
CONTRACTS – 10,000 changed to 18,500 with cpi increase each year, 10 – 18,500 
needs 3 quotes, above 18,500 is bid ; used Farrell language; Larry Clapper will compare 
1304 to 3rd class City code; remove 1306 
 
Next meeting will review Initiative and Referendum, Transition and Continuation, and 
will interview City Controller AC Stickel, the Mayor of Easton and Altoona Interim City 
Manager Peter Marshall 
 
ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENT – none 
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MEDIA QUESTIONS - Media present included Bill Kibler, Altoona Mirror, Steve Willett, 
WRTA  
 
ADJOURNMENT - by Chairman Hippo at 8:00 p.m.  
 
_______________________________________________ 
Linda Rickens Schellhammer, City Clerk/Recording Secretary 


