
CITY OF ALTOONA GOVERNMENT STUDY COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES 

MONDAY, JUNE 9, 2014, 7:00 P.M.  
DEVORRIS DOWNTOWN CENTER 
1431 12TH AVENUE, ALTOONA, PA 

 
Vice-Chairman Richard Fiore Jr.,  
David Duncan, Heather Eckels,  
Richard Flarend, Beverly Green,  

Robert Kutz 
 

1. Presentation of the Government Study Commission’s draft of the Home Rule 
Charter  - Vice-Chairman Fiore called the meeting to order and offered apologies 
for Chairman Wayne Hippo’s absence and introduced the Government Study 
Commission members 
 
Vice Chairman Fiore provided the following information:  the Commission has 
created five drafts of the Charter which is about 90% complete with one more 
section on Referendum and Initiatives for the June 23rd meeting followed by 
proof reading and finalization of the draft in the month of July; the timeline 
includes having the Charter published and placed as a Referendum on the 
November 2014 election ballot which will ask the residents of Altoona to vote 
yes or no for the adoption of a Home Rule Charter 
 
Vice-Chairman Fiore stated the goal of the hearing is to receive another round 
of comments from the public as to what should be added or deleted from the 
current draft Charter 
 
Vice Chairman Fiore stated the Home Rule Charter would take the place of the 
3rd Class City Code which the City is currently governed by and which was 
created by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and is more of a one size fits all 
template for cities the size of the City of Altoona; in the 1970’s municipalities 
were given the ability to adopt a Home Rule Charter 
 
The Government Study Commission has created an outline for how the 
government in the City of Altoona should work while at the same time providing 
flexibility for the future and for future City Councils 
 
One of the most significant changes is the creation of a full time Mayor position; 
the Commission is recommending the retention of a City Manager position with 



a City Manager running the day to day operation and Mayor and Council as the 
Board of Directors; the Commission tried to shoot for the middle where the 
Mayor is the CEO of the City and there to provide leadership and development 
for the City, have a seat at the table with other Mayors in Harrisburg and lobby 
on our City’s behalf while retaining the professional management of a City 
Manager; this would create a clear distinction between the management of the 
City and the running of City departments on a day to day basis  
 
The Commission decided to make the position of City Controller an option to be 
decided by Mayor and Council 
 

2. Public comment  
 
Eric Wolf, General Manager of AMTRAN stated he endorses draft number 5 of 
the Home Rule Charter with particular attention to authorities and boards; the 
Charter strengthens the balance between the current and leaves flexibility for 
the future 
 
Marty Marasco, President & CEO of the Altoona Blair County Development 
Corporation provided a letter in advance which was read into the record by Vice 
Chairman Fiore and is attached to these minutes 
 
Greg White, Legislative Action Committee Member of the Blair County Chamber 
of Commerce provided and read his testimony for the record which is attached 
to the minutes 
 
Scott Campanaro, President of AFSCME Council 83 of the City of Altoona 
provided and read his testimony for the record which is attached to these 
minutes  
 
Terry Merritts, President of FOP Lodge 8 of the Altoona Police Department stated 
he read the draft Charter and wants what is best for the City of Altoona and will 
share the information in the document with his members in two weeks at their 
meeting 
 

3. All other public comment was offered on the draft Charter and none was given 
 



Commission Member Dave Duncan asked the public to continue to participate in 
discussions and offer input especially before the November ballot; Mr. Duncan 
asked those involved in organizations to suggest to their membership that they 
invite the Commission to speak and make presentations at their meetings 
before the November election in order to educate as many people as possible on 
Home Rule 
 
Vice Chairman Fiore stated there was a lot of deliberation on the position of the 
Mayor and the residents of Altoona will need to choose the right person to fulfill 
that role and the candidates for Mayor need to run on the platform of what they 
are going to do for the residents and the City 
  
Beverly Green stated there are still a few meetings left and if there is anything 
the public thinks is important and needs to be addressed in the Charter or if 
there are any questions to get in touch with the commission members or City 
Clerk Linda Rickens Schellhammer over the next few weeks 
 

4. Media Questions  
Media in attendance included Ben Manning, WTAJ TV 10, Steve Willett, WRTA 
Radio and Bill Kibler, Altoona Mirror 
 

5. Adjournment – the meeting was adjourned by Vice-Chairman Fiore at 7:45 p.m. 

   

 

  


