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ALTOONA GOVERNMENT STUDY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2014 – 6:00 P.M. 

CITYOF ALTOONA TRAINING FACILITY & COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
1320 WASHINGTON AVENUE, ALTOONA, PA 

 
CALL TO ORDER at 6:05 p.m. by Vice-Chairman Fiore 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL was taken by City Clerk Linda Rickens Schellhammer; present were Study 
Commission Members:  Robert Kutz, Vice-Chairman Richard Fiore Jr. Richard Flarend 
and Beverly Green; Chairman Wayne Hippo was absent; Dave Duncan was absent; 
Heather Eckels was absent 

ALL PUBLIC COMMENT – offered by Vice-Chairman Fiore and none given 

ADOPTION OF THE JULY 21, 2014 MEETING MINUTES - Upon motion of Bob Kutz 
seconded by Bev Green all were in favor to adopt the July 21, 2014 meeting minutes; 
there was no further discussion and the motion carried; Chairman Wayne Hippo was 
absent; Dave Duncan was absent; Heather Eckels was absent 
 
UPDATE – Linda Rickens Schellhammer reported that the Final Report and Charter 
were delivered to the Blair County Courthouse to Elections Director Sarah Seymour of 
the Blair County Board of Elections on August 28, 2014 which was by the deadline 
and also mailed to Secretary Alan Walker of the Pennsylvania Department of 
Community and Economic Development; copies were also filed with the Altoona 
Public Library for the public, made available at City Hall and on the City website.  The 
legal advertising was prepared and will be advertised in the Altoona Mirror for three 
consecutive weeks in October.  The logistics for copies of the ad and the plain English 
statement at the polling places in the City were also worked out with Sarah Seymour 
of the Blair County Board of Elections.  There was an article in the September 18th 
Altoona Mirror that the Blair County Commissioners accepted the change on the ballot 
and the addition of the referendum and the actual referendum question was in the 
article. 
 
MARKETING - Bob Kutz asked if there was a facebook page that the information could 
be shared; the City Clerk will ask the Police Chief if the announcement of where 
copies of the Charter could be obtained could be placed on the Police facebook page 
 
Richard Fiore posed the question what if anything would the Commission formally 
place in the newspaper and what other advertisement could be used to explain points 
of the Charter 
 
Richard Fiore stated he recently spoke with M&T Bank’s Corporate Board to give an 
update on the Charter and Richard created talking points which other Commission 
members can modify to their own presentations; Richard stated he and Wayne Hippo 
would be speaking to Rotary Club at their luncheon meeting on Tuesday, September 
23rd and in the evening Richard stated he would be speaking to the Tea Party; 
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Beverly Green, Wayne Hippo and Richard Fiore plan to speak to the ABCD Board of 
Directors 
 
Bob Kutz asked for a few Commission members to do the Labor in Blair County Show 
that airs on Public Access Wednesday at 10am and 6pm; the next recording will take 
place next Wednesday, October 1st and the show will air through October and for the 
first week of November; Richard Fiore agreed to do this and they will ask Wayne 
Hippo; if Wayne Hippo can’t attend Richard Flarend agreed to fill in 
 
Richard Flarend will speak to the Altoona Firefighters Local 299 on September 23rd 
 
Richard Fiore plans to speak to the Chamber Board of Directors; the Commission will 
ask Dave Duncan to speak to the UPMC Altoona Board; Richard Flarend suggested 
the Commission speak to SEIU members and also reach out to other social 
organizations  
 
Richard Flarend stated the speaking engagements may be better than advertising and 
the Commission should pay attention to what people are negatively saying and 
prepare some statements to address the legitimate concerns that people may have 
 
Richard Fiore will go on Steve Williet’s radio show should anyone care to join him 
 
Richard Fiore provided a handout of talking points that could be used and it was 
discussed by the Commission 
 
Richard Flarend and Richard Fiore have questions about a referendum and whether it 
can be used to stop the Altoona Water Authority lease; Richard Flarend’s question is 
regarding 30 day waiting periods – many of the other Charters have 30 day waiting 
periods for new ordinances before they go into effect, and these waiting periods 
mimic the timeframe of which you have to do a referendum if you are going to do 
one, so it gives you a window; the City’s proposed Charter does not have that 30 day 
waiting period, so should something like that happen and there is a referendum that 
is in the process is that a straightforward situation that a court would put an 
injunction on such an act; Richard Flarend used the example of Council selling the 
refrigerator in the Council Chambers in ten days and some voters don’t like that, so, 
they obtain the number of people needed for a referendum and say no they disagree 
and they get an injunction within the 9 day window, and, the vote with a referendum 
can’t go until the next election, so, they go to a judge to say the sale is going to 
cause irreversible harm, and, they will not be able to get the refrigerator back once it 
goes to the dump, and, they put an injunction on it; Richard Fiore and Richard 
Flarend believe that if you have the signatures that most likely the judge will side 
with the voters but they would like to hear Solicitor Larry Clapper’s answer; Richard 
Flarend stated an email from Larry would be okay as the groups he is speaking to in 
the near future and the general public are already asking and he would like to 
confirm what he is telling people 
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Bob Kutz stated the best read paper is Sunday and therefore the best day to do an 
ad; Richard Fiore also mentioned watering the talking points down; Bob Kutz stated 
the Altoona Mirror has shown a great interest in the formation of this Commission 
and did a nice write-up and asked Bill Kibler about a story to explain this entire 
process; Richard Fiore stated each Commission member had a profile when they ran 
and could this possibly be done; Bill Kibler said he was planning to do a story to 
analyze what the Charter says and not to do an opinion piece; Richard Fiore asked for 
the possibility of an opinion piece profiling the seven members and a paragraph for 
each member to explain how they feel about the Charter; Richard Flarend suggested 
a guest editorial for each different takes of the Commission Members; Bill Kibler 
asked if this could be compared to the grids given to candidates; Richard Fiore and 
Richard Flarend stated they could contact the Editor; Bev Green would like a tri-fold 
or a one page handout that would take a few minutes to read; Richard Fiore asked 
over the next month and before the October 20th meeting if the City Clerk can get a 
price for a full page ad in the November 2nd newspaper; the City Clerk was also asked 
to touch base with Jody Gill about doing the Central PA Live show on WTAJ TV 10 late 
in October; Councilman Butterbaugh recommended the Commission speak to the 
Republican and Democratic Committees; the City Clerk asked if the Commission 
wanted her to place any Public Service Announcements to ask people to vote and 
another PSA to offer the Commission members to speak to groups and organizations; 
letting them know where copies of the Charter are available for review and speaking 
engagements; the City Clerk read the information that is on the website and the 
Commission agreed that would be good for a PSA 
 
Bob Kutz made a motion to spend up to and including $2500.00 for advertising in the 
Altoona Mirror for a full page ad to be run November 2nd; Richard Fiore seconded the 
motion; there was no further discussion and all were in favor; Chairman Wayne Hippo 
was absent; Dave Duncan was absent; Heather Eckels was absent 
 
Richard Fiore recommended excerpts from pages 3 through 6 of the Final Report to 
create the ad or publish the letter; Richard Flarend stated he is envisioning seven 
things to key in on; Richard Fiore asked Richard Flarend to circulate that so they can 
think about how they could convert that to an actual ad 
 
Richard Fiore asked if the Commission is going to ask the voters to vote yes to the 
Charter and not just the facts; the Commission members at this meeting stated yes 
they want to urge the voters as they did that in the Final Report 
 
Councilman Butterbaugh asked if there would be a problem with Council adding their 
support in the ad; Bob Kutz stated it should be kept autonomous from Council at this 
time might be best and the Commission should run it on their own as they were 
elected on their own; Bev Green stated the Council meetings are broadcast live and 
that may be the time to discuss and promote; Richard Flarend recommended a 
ceremonial proclamation 
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Richard Fiore stated Chairman Wayne Hippo was taking the lead on contacting some 
of those mentioned to include the Altoona Mirror  
 
Councilman Butterbaugh suggested a small handout to be distributed at the polls by 
the workers of both parties who will already be there; there are 40 locations for 13 
hours; bipartisan support for the Home Rule Charter with just a few bullet points 
 
Richard Fiore would like to complete the ad and the poll handouts at the next meeting 
 
Richard Flarend and Beverly Green stated they missed the formal vote on the Home 
Rule Charter and they asked to go on record that they were in favor of the Home Rule 
Charter and support a Home Rule Charter 
 
ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENT – offered by Vice-Chairman Fiore and none given 
 
MEDIA QUESTIONS – Bill Kibler, Altoona Mirror asked questions of various 
Commission members  
 
ADJOURNMENT - By Vice-Chairman Fiore at 7:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Linda Rickens Schellhammer, CityClerk/Recording Secretary 


