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ALTOONA CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  
WEDNESDAY – FEBRUARY 9, 2011 - 7:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 1320 WASHINGTON AVENUE, ALTOONA, PA 
 

The meeting was televised live on cable Public Access Channel 14 and  
rebroadcast Thursday, February 10, 2011. 
 
CALL TO ORDER – by Mayor Schirf at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers.   
SILENT MEDITATION  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
ROLL CALL – taken by Deputy City Clerk Kim Carrieri 
Present: Councilmen Butterbaugh, Cagle, Kelley, Mills, and Mayor Schirf; 
Councilman Neugebauer was in attendance via conference call; Councilman Geis 
was absent 
 
City Solicitor Larry Clapper read two additional resolutions and stated that the two 
resolutions were going to be added to the agenda and referred to as  
resolutions v and w on the agenda 
 
ALL PUBLIC COMMENT- none 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT – none 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS – Mayor Schirf stated the following: the  
City recently hired three police officers - 2 went to the academy and 1 to   
field training; thanks to the Altoona Police Department for a job well done  
regarding a burglary at Ivyside Plaza; the public meeting was held for the  
Juniata 8th Street Bridge Project which will be starting in the near future; the  
Mayor would like to start budget meetings in the near future; the Garden Heights  
neighborhood has improved with the new traffic patterns; Dave Diedrich is  
meeting with Penn State student government  regarding lack of sidewalks in a 4  
block area on Broadway and W 14th Avenue to E Wopsononock and from Wopsy to  
the campus; thanks to Blair County for recreation money for projects; Lexington  
Avenue townhouses are being developed at this time; a Longhorn Steakhouse will  
be added to Martin’s Plaza at Plank Road and Logan Boulevard; the NEW  
Corporation will hire up to 200 additional employees to their workforce; the Mayor  
previously made the following appointments – Parking Authority-Jerry Himes,  
Shade Tree Commission – Olga Orr, Redevelopment Authority – John Forney 
 
Councilman Butterbaugh stated the Juniata Streetscape project will begin April 4th  
until October 2011;  also the Juniata 8th St bridges meeting was held and will  
replace bridges 1, 2 and 3 and consists of replacing bridge decks; there will be a  
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; the detour is 3.6 miles  
oing from North 8th street to 7th Street in Altoona 

  
 for business in the area, economic tendencies and also Operation Our  

own 

  

 

  

y  
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 and  

l  

r Kelley  

hich  
rovides the impact this kind of cut would have on the City of Altoona 

City out of the program and the money should be put back into  

bridge closure from June 2012 to late November or  December; this is a 1.5  
million dollar project with Penn DOT reimbursement
g
 
Councilman Mills attended a Town Hall meeting sponsored by M&T Bank; the  
panelists were upbeat and encouraging regarding the partnership for health, the
outlook
T
 
Vice Mayor Kelley participated in a monthly conference call with the PA League
of Cities Legislative Committee who are working to enlist help from the state  
legislature and those legislators who represent areas like Altoona in urban areas –
trying to form an urban caucus; there will be a March meeting in Harrisburg; on  
Monday, February 14th President Obama will announce the 2012 Budget seeking a
7 ½ % reduction in CDBG monies; others want a total elimination and Congress  
could end up enacting even deeper cuts; Councilman Kelley stated there are man
things affected by these funds and that last year the city received 2.1 million 
CDBG and 7 ½ % would amount to $160,000; all of the projects mentioned  
previously by the Mayor would be affected; DCED may also be cut at the state  
level; Vice Mayor Kelley stated the City is a good steward of this money and asked  
for a total listing of CDBG projects from Planning Director Lee Slusser; Vice Mayor  
Kelley stated he has a call into Congressman Shuster to talk about this matter
stated the Mayor and City Council may want to take a stand in the form of a  
resolution because the impact of this could be devastating; the City can’t raise  
more money to replace these funds so cuts will have to be made;   the bike patro
program and blighted program are funded by this program as well as recreation  
and social service projects; the President’s proposal will be introduced next week,  
Lee Slusser will be able to get a total list of the impacts on this to the City budget 
and the City will hear back from Congressman Shuster and then Vice Mayor Kelley 
suggested dialogue with Congressman Shuster and the U.S. Senators; also the PA  
League of Cities is actively staying on top of this and the National League of Cities,  
National Council of Mayors and National Association of Counties; Vice Mayo
suggested a resolution adopted by Mayor and Council to the legislators in  
Washington at the last meeting in February or first meeting in March w
p
 
Councilman Mills stated the government is heading in the right direction by  
eliminating federal block grant programs stating they set up cities like the City of 
Altoona by addicting them to this program; Councilman Mills stated they should  
gradually get the 
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e communities 

  

e  
e ability to come up with other revenue sources or offset this by raising taxes  

e the National League of Cities came together and  
 helped to save the program 

ty  

d safety; Councilman Butterbaugh  
tated he is in favor of looking into this further 

mmissions appointments and the Deputy  
ity Clerk added names to each resolution  

ESOLUTIONS 

 Council Meeting held 
Wednesday, January 12, 2011.  (0008-11) 

to execute all documents and the City Clerk 
to attest to same. (0009-11) 

 

ty 
cute all documents and the City 

Clerk to attest to same.  (0010-11) 

e 
  Said term shall 

expire the first Monday of January 2016.  (0011-11) 

th
 
Vice Mayor Kelley stated as a Councilman he has to be concerned for the  
residents of the City of Altoona and the immediate impact is big cuts to police and
fire and the blighted property program; the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has  
things set up so that cities are at the bottom of the food chain and they don’t hav
th
 
Councilman Cagle stated this program was on the chopping block a few years ago  
and Cities and organizations lik
it
 
Councilman Butterbaugh stated that there is a myth in the community that the Ci
government hasn’t been cut in the last decade; the fire, police and public works  
have been cut through attrition; the City has not wasted the CDBG money and has  
used it for necessary aspects of public health an
s
 
Council discussed authorities, boards and co
C
 
R
 
a)approving the minutes of the Altoona City

 
b)approving a Settlement Agreement between the City of Altoona and 
Craig Fleck, Teresa Fleck and Thomas Fleck and further authorizing City 
Manager Joseph F. Weakland 

 
c)accepting the Second Supplemental Aid Agreement to the Federal Aid
Reimbursement Agreement No. 098695 for the Penn and Park Avenue 
Pedestrian Bridges over Spring Run Creek and further authorizing Ci
Manager Joseph F. Weakland to exe

 
d)reappointing Tom Martin of 38 Mansion Boulevard, Altoona, PA to th
Altoona City Water Authority for a term of five years.
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s. Said term shall 
expire the first Monday of January 2016. (0012-11) 

.  
Said term shall expire the first Monday of January 2015. (0013-11) 

 
  Said term 

hall expire the first Monday of January 2015.  (0014-11) 

s.  Said term shall expire the 
first Monday of January 2016. (0015-11) 

 
.  Said term shall expire 

the first Monday of January 2016. (0016-11) 

 
 Said term shall 

expire the first Monday of January 2016. (0017-11) 

e 
Said term 

shall expire the first Monday of January 2014. (0018-11) 

.  Said term shall expire the 
first Monday of January 2015. (0019-11) 

he 
id term shall 

expire the first Monday of January 2015. (0020-11) 

o 
 Said term shall 

expire the first Monday of January 2016.  (0021-11) 

 
e)reappointing Chris Kirwin of 1630 Van Buren Avenue, Altoona, PA to 
the Altoona Housing Authority for a term of five year

 
f)reappointing Bob Gutshall of 112 E. Wopsononock Avenue, Altoona, 
PA to the Altoona City Planning Commission for a term of four years

 
g)appointing Randy Isenberg of 1819 N. 8th Avenue, Altoona, PA to the
Altoona City Planning Commission for a term of four years.
s
 
h)reappointing Charlie Zorger of 4807 Lynndale Road, Altoona, PA to 
the AMED Authority for a term of five year

 
i)reappointing Scott Cessna of 816 E. Crawford Avenue, Altoona, PA to
the AMTRAN Authority for a term of five years

 
j)reappointing Larry Field of 1204 Norway Avenue, Altoona, PA to the
Altoona Code Appeals Board for a term of five years. 

 
k)appointing John Casanave of 409 Walton Avenue, Altoona, Pa to th
Engineering Civil Service Board for a term of three years.  

 
l)reappointing Dave Behe of 1306 21st Avenue, Altoona, PA to the Fire 
Civil Service Board for a term of four years

 
m)reappointing Don Belsey of 2015 Broad Avenue, Altoona, PA to t
Police Civil Service Board for a term of four years.  Sa

 
n)reappointing Stephen Shank of 2729 Edgewood Drive, Altoona, PA t
the Plumbing Hearing Board for a term of five years. 
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d term shall expire the first 
Monday of January 2015. (0022-11) 

e 
 Said term shall expire 

the first Monday of January 2016.  (0023-11) 

the 

s.  Said term shall expire the first Monday of 
January 2012. (0024-11) 

ing 

s.  Said term shall expire the first Monday of January 2014. (0025-
11) 

s.  Said term shall expire the first Monday of January 
2014. (0026-11) 

rs.  Said term shall expire the first Monday of January 
2014. (TABLED) 

 

 of four years.  Said term 
shall expire December 31, 2014.  (0027-11) 

 
own as a per capita tax) up to a 

nact a flat rate occupation 
tax up to a limit of Ten Dollars ($10.00); and  

 
o)appointing Zoning Hearing Board Alternate Donna Royer of 1301 
Monroe Avenue, Altoona, PA to the Zoning Hearing Board to fill the 
unexpired term of Charlie Ofiesh.  Sai

 
p)reappointing Horace McAnuff of 902 N. 3rd Street, Altoona,d PA to th
Zoning Hearing Board for a term of five years. 

 
q)appointing Julie Patosky of 1401 Logan Avenue, Altoona, PA to 
Zoning Hearing Board to serve as an alternate member to fill the 
unexpired term of Jan Mill

 
r)reappointing Eric Wible of 540 22nd Avenue, Altoona, PA to the Zon
Hearing Board to serve as an alternate member for a term of three 
year

 
s)appointing alternate Goodman Trust Advisory Board Member Dennis 
Batrus to the Goodman Trust Advisory Board as a regular member for a 
term of three year

 
t)appointing an individual to the Business Advisory Committee for a 
term of three yea

 
u)recommending to the Blair County Commissioners the appointment
of Altoona City Planning Commission Member Randy Isenberg to the 
Blair County Planning Commission for a term

 
v)WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Local Tax Enabling Act (hereinafter 
“Act”) allows a municipality such as the City of Altoona (hereinafter
“City”) to enact a head tax (also kn
limit of Ten Dollars ($10.00); and 
WHEREAS, the Act also authorizes the City to e



6 
Altoona City Council Meeting Minutes     2/9/11 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Altoona Area School District (hereinafter “District”) 
currently imposes both a head tax and a flat rate occupation tax, 
both in the amount of Ten Dollars ($10.00); and    
WHEREAS, the Act requires the City to give the District notice of the 
City’s intent to adopt the said taxes; and  
WHEREAS, the Act provides that once the City adopts the said taxes, 
the District and the City be only able to collect one half (Five Dollars 
($5.00) of each such tax due to the said duplication.   
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by 
the City Council of the City of Altoona that the City intends to adopt 
both a head tax (also known as a per capita tax) and a flat rate 
occupation tax, both at the rate of Ten Dollars ($10.00) to be 
effective beginning January 1, 2011. The adoption of both of the said 
taxes will be accomplished by presentation of ordinances to City 
Council for consideration at a future City Council meeting. Be it 
further resolved that the Manager of the City is hereby directed to 
provide a copy of this Resolution to the District as required by the 
Act. (0028-11) 

 
w)approving the agreement between the City of Altoona and General 
Code, upon review by the City Solicitor, for the completion of the 
City’s codification in the amount of $29,995 payable from the Capital 
Budget Contingency Line Item and authorizing City Manager Joseph 
F. Weakland to execute all documents and the City Clerk to attest to 
same. (0029-11) 

 
x)reappointing Marcus Marasco of 515 E. Wopsononock Avenue to 
the Engineering Civil Service Board for a term of four years.  Said 
term shall expire the first Monday of January 2015. (0030-11) 
 
y)appointing Chuck Meyers of 3406 Oneida Avenue, Altoona, PA to 
the Engineering Civil Service Board as an alternate member to fill the 
unexpired term of Larry BiLotto.  Said term shall expire the first 
Monday of January 2013.  (0031-11) 
 
z)appointing Julie Hirchak of 1112 14th Avenue, Apt. 2, Altoona, Pa 
to the Zoning Hearing Board as an alternate member to fill the 
unexpired term of Donna Royer who was moved to serve as a 
regular member.  Said term shall expire the first Monday of January 
2013. (0032-11) 
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aa)appointing Ron Nagle of 1513 24th Avenue, Altoona, PA to 
the Goodman Trust Advisory Board as an alternate member to 
fill the unexpired term of Dennis Batrus who was moved to 
serve as an regular member.  Said term shall expire the first 
Monday of January 2013.  (0033-11) 
 
the resolutions were read by the Deputy City Clerk; item t was tabled, items 
x, y, z and aa were added to the agenda, the floor was opened for public  
comment on resolutions d through aa and there was no public comment; 
Councilman Cagle asked for item aa to be pulled for separate vote; the  
consent vote was taken on all items excluding item aa and passed 6 to 0;  
Councilman Neugebauer voted via conference call; Councilman Geis was  
absent;  the vote was called on item aa and passed 5 to 0-Councilman Geis 
was absent and Councilman Cagle abstained due to a conflict of interest  
stating he worked with Ron Nagle 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS – none 
 
MEDIA  – Bill Kibler, Altoona Mirror; Chris Forshey, WRTA Radio; WTAJ TV 10 
 
ADJOURNMENT – by Mayor Schirf at 8:22 p.m. 
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