
 
 

ALTOONA CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  
WEDNESDAY – MAY 9, 2018 – 7:00 P.M. 

CITY OF ALTOONA TRAINING FACILITY & COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
            1320 WASHINGTON AVENUE, ALTOONA, PA 

 
The meeting was televised live on cable Public Access Channel 14 and re-
broadcast Thursday, May 10, 2018. 
 
CALL TO ORDER – by Mayor Pacifico at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers 
 
SILENT MEDITATION  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
ROLL CALL – taken by City Clerk Linda Rickens Schellhammer 
Present: Council members Butterbaugh, Cacciotti, Cagle, Jordan, Kelley, 
Neugebauer and Mayor Pacifico     
 
PRESENTATIONS – Recognition of Captain Nick Wukovich and Captain Mike  
Hawksworth of the Altoona Fire Department by Fire Chief Tim Hileman. The 
Captains received the Lifesaving Award for rescuing Mr. Nate Deihl on April 12, 
2018 who had an accident when cutting a concrete pad that fell on top of him.  
Chief Hileman also recognized the rest of the crew with Letters of Commendation 
including: Engineer Milliron, Captain Free, Engineer Kowalski and Assistant Chief 
Steve Shilling. 
 
The Future of Homelessness in Blair County - Lisa Hann, Executive Director, Family 
Services, Inc. reviewed the report developed by the Blair County Shelter Task 
Force; Jim Hudak, Administrator of the Blair County Department of Social Services 
discussed the efforts to fund the shelter project stating they are currently working 
with the PA Department of Community & Economic Development and the 
Department of Human Services to find funding and, they are also creating 
public/private partnerships, implementing a community campaign, requesting  
funds from the County from the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, requesting 
reinvestment dollars through Health Choices and tax credits, realizing that this is a 
collective effort and no one funding source can cover the cost.  
 
Lisa Hann asked Council to consider using the $104,000 from prior years 
unassigned CDBG dollars to show the City of Altoona’s support of this effort.   
 
The Altoona Police Department Annual Report for 2017 was presented by Police 
Chief Janice Freehling 
 
Quarterly Financial Report – Omar Strohm, Finance Director highlighted that 
revenue receipts from real estate taxes exceeded the previous year’s first quarter 
by $138,000; revenue receipts from Act 511 taxes exceeded the previous year’s 
first quarter by $90,000 and is primarily attributed to real estate transfer tax; the 
primary difference in the year over year overall comparison of revenue receipts is 
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due primarily to the transfer of Act 205 pension plan; expenditure highlights 
include the biggest difference between 2017 and 2018 and are related to 
personnel costs including salary wage increases and health insurance premiums; 
expenditures through the first quarter of 2018 are higher by $1.493 million which 
is 22.27% compared to 18.78% last years which relates to the timing of the 
payment of the MMO payments. 
 
ALL PUBLIC COMMENT – Steve Elfelt of 116 Spruce Avenue, Altoona stated he is  
with the Blair County Working Group for Fair Districts PA as the volunteer  
coordinator and stated they are asking Harrisburg to pass legislation before the  
July recess in order to publicize the proposed amendment before the fall election;  
The legislators will not pass legislation without hearing from municipalities and the  
voters; there are 258 resolutions thus far; Mr. Elfelt asked Council for a vote by  
next month 
 
David Patterson of 823 E. Crawford Avenue stated his concern and the concern of  
his 73-year-old mother of young people traveling very fast on dirt bikes on E. Bell  
Avenue; Mr. Patterson stated someone is going to get hurt including pedestrians  
walking; Lt. Pratt came to speak to Mr. Patterson and his mother on Monday  
regarding this matter and they were appreciative; Mr. Patterson asked for signs to  
be posted on E. Bell to include no all-terrain vehicles allowed and a speed limit  
sign; Mr. Patterson also asked if this street could be paved because of the stone  
and the dust and the fact that they pay taxes and there are houses on the street 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
a)approving the minutes of the Altoona City Council Meeting held Wednesday,  
April 11, 2018.  (0038-18) 
 
b)approving the submission of a Pedestrian Safety Grant Application by the  
Altoona Police Department and authorizing the Chief of Police to execute all  
documents and the City Clerk to attest to same.  (0039-18) 
 
c)awarding the Ash Tree Treatment – Arborjet Tree IV Project to Bennetti Tree  
Service, Inc. of 162 Bennetti Drive, Altoona, PA 16602, in the amount of  
$9,385.00, payable from the Shade Tree Commission line item, and further  
authorizing the City Manager to execute all documents and the City Clerk to attest  
to same.  (0040-18) 
 
d)awarding the Spring Tree Project to Henry Enterprises, Inc. of P. O. Box 156,  
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648, in the amount of $15,023.66, payable from the Shade  
Tree Commission line item, and further authorizing the City Manager to execute all  
documents and the City Clerk to attest to same.  (0041-18) 
 
e)approving an agreement between the City of Altoona and St. Therese of the  
Child Jesus Catholic Church for Phase II of the Raingarden Project and further  
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authorizing the Mayor to execute the Stormwater Facilities Operation and  
Maintenance Agreement and for the City Clerk to attest to same.  (0042-18) 
 
f)approving an agreement between the City of Altoona and Logan Township and  
the Juniata Civic Association and further authorizing the City Manager to execute  
the Stormwater Management Best Management Practices Operation and  
Maintenance Agreement and for the City Clerk to attest to same.  (0043-18) 
 
g)awarding the Concrete Apron Repairs at Fire Station No. 4 Project to Lawruk  
Builders, Inc. of 210 West Plank Road, Altoona, PA 16602 in the amount of  
$19,127.00 payable from the Capital Budget and further authorizing the City  
Manager to execute all documents and the City Clerk to attest to same.  (0044-18) 
 
h)approving a Repository Bid in the amount of $50.00 submitted by Amy Green of  
10 East Walnut Avenue, Altoona, PA 16601 for property located at 408-410 Cherry  
Avenue, Altoona, PA 16601 and further authorizing the City Manager to execute  
the Taxing District Form.  (0045-18) 
 
City Clerk Linda Rickens Schellhammer read the resolutions into the record;  
at the request of Councilman Butterbaugh, item f was pulled for a separate  
vote; a consent vote was taken on all items with the exception of item f and  
passed 7 to 0 with all present; a vote was taken on item f which passed 6 to 0 
with all present; Councilman Butterbaugh abstained as he is a member of the  
Juniata Civic Association 
 
ORDINANCES 
 
Introduction 
 
1)AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ALTOONA AMENDING THE CODE OF THE 
CITY OF ALTOONA CHAPTER 542 ENTITLED “PLUMBERS,” TO: 1. CLARIFY THAT 
A PERSON MUST SERVE 4,000 HOURS' (TWO YEARS) AS A JOURNEYMAN IN 
ORDER TO QUALIFY FOR MASTER PLUMBER LICENSE; 2. PROVIDE 
SEVERABILITY AND REAFFIRMATION OF CHAPTER 542; 3. PROVIDE A REPEAL 
OF INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES; AND 4. AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  
 
City Clerk Linda Rickens Schellhammer read the proposed ordinance into the  
record; the ordinance was introduced by Mayor Pacifico 
 
Introduction 
 
2)AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ALTOONA AMENDING THE CODE OF THE 
CITY OF ALTOONA BY ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 22, TO BE ENTITLED 
"ELECTRICAL AND ENGINEERING CIVIL SERVICE" TO:  COMPLY WITH 
APPLICABLE LAW BY ABOLISHING THE CITY OF ALTOONA ELECTRICAL AND 
ENGINEERING CIVIL SERVICE BOARDS;   PRESERVE CIVIL SERVICE RIGHTS 
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FOR ELECTRICAL AND ENGINEERING EMPLOYEES EMPLOYED PRIOR TO MAY 
19,2014; AMEND ALL OTHER ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF LAWS IN CONFLICT 
THEREWITH; PROVIDE AN OBJECTIVE, SEVERABILITY AND REPEAL OF 
PROVISIONS; AND ESTABLISH AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
City Clerk Linda Rickens Schellhammer read the proposed ordinance into the  
record; the ordinance was introduced by Councilman Neugebauer 
 
Introduction 
 
3)AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ALTOONA AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CITY 
OF ALTOONA CHAPTER 362, ENTITLED “FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS” TO AMEND 
AND RESTATE SAID FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS WHICH RELATE TO LAND 
SUSCEPTIBLE TO BEING INUNDATED BY WATER FROM ANY SOURCE BY: ADDING 
AND DELETING CERTAIN DEFINITIONS; CORRECTING TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS; 
PERMITTING DELEGATION OF CERTAIN ADMINISTRATION PROVISIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR FLOODPLAIN PERMIT APPLICATIONS, INSPECTIONS AND 
ASSOCIATED FEES; PROVIDING FOR DEVELOPER'S AGREEMENTS; PROVIDING 
START OF CONSTRUCTION AND TIME PROVISIONS, PROVIDING ENFORCEMENT, 
VIOLATION AND PENALTY PROVISIONS; PROVIDING APPLICATION AND VARIANCE 
PROCEDURES; PROVIDING TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS; AND SETTING FORTH 
DEVELOPMENT WHICH MAY ENDANGER HUMAN LIFE. SAID ORDINANCE ALSO 
PROVIDES: PURPOSE, RESTATEMENT, AND SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS; 
REAFFIRMS THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ALTOONA AS AMENDED AND PROVIDE AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
City Clerk Linda Rickens Schellhammer read the proposed ordinance into the  
record; the ordinance was introduced by Councilman Butterbaugh 
 
Adoption 
 
4)AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ALTOONA AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CITY 
OF ALTOONA TO REVISE CHAPTER 405 ENTITLED “LEASE AND/OR CONVEYANCE 
OF CITY OWNED LANDS” TO AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION OF AN EASEMENT 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF ALTOONA AND GOLDEN HEART HOMES, 
LLC, TO ALLOW THE ENCROACHMENT OF A PORTION OF A HOUSE UPON THE 
ALLEYWAY LOCATED PARALLEL TO 1942 WALTON AVENUE; REPEAL ALL OTHER 
ORDINANCES OR PARTS THEREOF IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; PROVIDE 
SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS AND PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (ORD. NO. 
5716) 
 
This ordinance was read into the record by City Clerk Linda Rickens 
Schellhammer. 
Introduction – Councilman Butterbaugh 
Motion for Adoption – Councilman Butterbaugh 
Second – Councilwoman Jordan 
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The vote was taken by City Clerk Linda Rickens Schellhammer and passed  
7 to 0 with all present 
 
Adoption 
 
5)PROVIDING FOR THE VACATION OF ALLEY RIGHT-OF-WAY BETWEEN UNION 
AVENUE AND BEALE AVENUE AND BETWEEN 20TH STREET AND 22ND STREET, 
ALTOONA, CONTAINING TWO THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY- FOUR 
(2,124) SQUARE FEET, IN THE CITY OF ALTOONA, BLAIR COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA; AND DIRECTING THAT THE SAME BE STRICKEN FROM THE 
OFFICIAL CITY PLAN.  (ORD. NO. 5717) 
 
This ordinance was read into the record by City Clerk Linda Rickens 
Schellhammer. 
Introduction – Mayor Pacifico 
Motion for Adoption – Mayor Pacifico 
Second – Councilwoman Jordan 
The vote was taken by City Clerk Linda Rickens Schellhammer and passed  
6 to 0 with all present; Councilman Butterbaugh abstained from the vote  
because he prepared the survey and the plan  
 
MAYOR & COUNCIL DISCUSSION ITEMS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS - none 
 
MEDIA – media attendance included Bill Kibler, Altoona Mirror 
 
ADJOURNMENT – by Mayor Pacifico at 8:20 p.m.                                        
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