
 

CITY OF ALTOONA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

1301 – 12TH STREET, SUITE 300 
ALTOONA, PA  16601 

 
Driveway Permit Application 

 

Applicant Name: ___________________________________________________  

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________  

Telephone:  _________________________ 

 

Address for Permit:  ______________________________________________ 

 

Owner(s) Name and Address (if different from applicant):  

Name:  ___________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________ 

Is driveway for:   Existing Building    New Construction 

If new construction, is building to be   Residential    Commercial 

        Industrial      Institutional 

Please provide a sketch showing location of proposed driveway on the property. 

 

___________________________   ________________________ 
SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT      DATE 

Driveway Permit Fee: $125.00  Fee must accompany the Application 

      (Check is payable to the “City of Altoona”) 

THE FOLLOWING TO BE COMPLETED BY THE BUREAU OF ENGINEERING 

Receipt No.:   ________________________ 

Driveway Permit No.: ________________________ 



    CITY OF ALTOONA                                            
 
        1301 12th Street                                                                           DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS                     
        Altoona, PA. 16601-3491                                                                             NATHAN P. KISSELL  
        (814) 949 - 2446                                                                                                         DIRECTOR 

City of Altoona 
Driveway Specifications 

 
Residential Driveway   

• Permits required for any and all new construction as well as any existing driveway which is altered. 
• Width of a Residential Driveway to be10 Feet Minimum, 20 Feet Maximum. 
• In Right-of-ways with existing curb and sidewalk, driveway to be a Minimum 6” Reinforced Concrete      

(Monolithic curb and sidewalk is allowable). 
• In Right-of-ways without curb and/or sidewalk - Minimum 6” Reinforced Concrete (preferred) or 4” 2A Stone 

Subbase, 4” B.C.B.C., and 1” ID-2 Wearing Course. 
• When curbing exists adjacent to the proposed driveway, match the line and grade of the existing curb.  Install 

depressed concrete curb driveway approaches 1 1/2” above the adjacent street or gutter grade to              
maintain proper drainage. Side slopes should be 12:1, however, depending on existing site conditions, this 
may not be possible, and a maximum of 10:1 is acceptable. 

• When no curbing exists, construct the driveway so as not to impair existing drainage within the right-of-way.  
Where a drainage ditch or swale exists, install adequate size and length of pipe under the driveway for 
drainage.  Pipe to be a minimum 15” Diameter unless site conditions require less. If cover over the pipe is 
minimal, reinforced concrete or corrugated metal pipe is recommended.                     

• Driveway must meet adequate sight distance as per PennDOT roadway sight distance criteria. 
• Driveway must be a MINIMUM of five (5) feet from the side property line within the right-of-way area. 
• Driveway must be stabilized inside of property. 
• On Driveways adjacent to intersections the distance from the edge of pavement of the intersecting street to 

the first permitted driveway is a minimum of 20 feet on curbed streets, 30 feet on uncurbed streets, and 15 
feet from alleys. 

• Normally only one driveway is permitted for residential driveways; however, if property frontage or site 
conditions warrant, an additional driveway may be authorized for an additional fee. 

• The driveway and parking facilities must be on the same or immediately adjacent lot and under the same 
ownership as the residence. 

• Position driveways used for two way operation at right angles (90 degrees) to the street or as near to 90 
degrees as site conditions permit.  Also, restrictions on backing out of driveway may be applied. 

• The current permit fee is per each driveway.  The current clerical fee is per application.  
• Contact the Pennsylvania One Call System three business days before digging, call 811 or 1-800-242-1776 

 
Commercial Driveway   

All of the above residential specifications apply to commercial driveways with the following exceptions: 
• Commercial Driveway - 35’ Maximum Width 
• When more than one driveway is requested, an 8’ or larger separation area is required 
• Depending on existing conditions, commercial driveways may be required to be entrance or exit only and 

required to be signed as such.  Stop signs or other signs may also be required to be placed.  All required 
signing will be at the owner’s expense.  
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