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ALTOONA CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

The Altoona City Planning Commission, created in March 1916, is composed of seven residents appointed by the Mayor
with the approval of City Council. The Commission is responsible for developing and updating the Comprehensive Plan,
reviewing proposals that affect the development of the City, and providing a public forum that encourages participation in
guiding the future of the City.

Regular Meeting of Tuesday, December 2, 2025 at 3:00 PM
4t Floor City Hall Common Room

AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING
CALL TO ORDER
PUBLIC COMMENT
REGULAR BUSINESS

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

1. Approval of Minutes — The Commission will consider the approval of minutes from its previous
meeting of November 4, 2025 which is included in the packet.

SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT - None

STAFF LEVEL REVIEWS
a) City of Altoona — 1101 25% St (Garfield Park) — Minor SD Plan — Approved
b) City of Altoona — 201 25t Ave (Fairview Park) — Minor SD Plan — Approved

SPOT BLIGHT DECLARATION

1. 1819 5% Avenue

Motion certifying to the Redevelopment Authority of Altoona (RAA) that 1819 5% Avenue,

Altoona, Pennsylvania:

(a) Was declared blighted by the City of Altoona’s Blighted Property Review Committee at its
October 16, 2025 meeting and recommended to the RAA for acquisition and reuse, in
accordance with the Urban Redevelopment Law Act of 1945 P.L. 991, No. 385 as amended,
and that the Altoona City Planning Commission hereby concurs in the Blighted Property
Review Committee’s determination of blight; and

(b) The recommended reuse is residential in nature; and

(c) That the recommended reuse is consistent with the City of Altoona’s comprehensive plan,
All Together Altoona, p. 54, "A final foundational step for implementing the All Together
Altoona Action Plan—one that draws on the other foundational steps—is acceptance that



Altoona’s housing supply will require continuous editing on multiple fronts to advance the
plan’s vision. Every year, there need to be a combination of demolitions, rehabs, and new
housing units put into service to make the city’s housing supply and neighborhoods healthier
and more responsive to the needs of existing and future residents. Since Altoona’s
population is likely to continue to decline, this combination of activities needs to be
intentionally calibrated to result in a smaller number of housing units over time—but units
that are in better overall condition and reflect higher standards that will help Altoona
compete for households and generate healthy levels of reinvestment by property owners. ”

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

1. GAEDC Report — Next meeting is December 17, 2025
2. Blair County Planning Commission Report

COMMISSIONER FORUM
QUESTIONS FROM MEDIA

ADJOURNMENT



MINUTES
ALTOONA CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
November 4, 2025

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT
Dave Albright, Chairman Michael Haire, Secretary
Larry Bilotto, Vice-Chairman Drew Brennan

Peter Folen Richard Haines

Councilman Jesse Ickes (phone)

GUESTS PRESENT
Bill Kibler — Altoona Mirror

STAFF PRESENT
Chris McGuire — Altoona City Manager
Sabrina Appel-McMillen — Planning and Development Manager, Community

Development Department
Eric Luchansky — Director Planning and Community Development Department
Bette Fischer — Clerical lll, Community Development Department

CALL TO ORDER
The Altoona City Planning Commission (ACPC) held its regular meeting on
November 4, 2025, in the Common Room of Altoona City Hall, 1301 121" Street,
Altoona, PA. Chairman David Albright called the meeting to order at 3:00 PM.
PUBLIC COMMENT
None
REGULAR BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
1. Approval of Minutes — A motion was made by Mr. Folen to approve the October

7. 2025 minutes. Mr. Billoto seconded the motion. Motion passed
unanimously.

SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS
None
STAFF LEVEL REVIEWS

Ms. Appel-McMillen presented the Staff Level Reviews that were received
since the October 7, 2025 meeting.



a) Jack E & Shirley A. Sandrus — 523 56 Street — Minor Subdivision Plan —
Under Review

b) Samantha Holliday & Michael Geishauser — 2909 4" Street — Minor SD Plan -
Under Review

c) City of Altoona — 1631 Kiesel Ave & 1530 18" Ave — Minor SD Plan -
Approved

d) City of Altoona — 301 Cherry Ave — Minor SD Plan - Approved

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

1. GAEDC Report — No report. Next meeting December 17, 2025
2. Blair County Planning Commission Report — No report

COMMISSIONERS FORUM — Mr. Bilotto asked who in the city would be responsible to
ensure that landlord’s do their due diligence to make sure that rental properties are safe
and up to code? Mr. McGuire asked for an address and he said he would follow up with
the Codes department. There is a rental program that landlords are required to be
registered into. The Codes department does follow up rental inspections every so many
years, to be sure that rental housing is up to code.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:15 PM.

Signed: David Albright, Chair
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