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Altoona, PA 16601
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REDEVELOPMENT

AUTHORITY OF

ALTOONA
LAND BANK

Friday, February 21, 2025 @ 9:00 AM
Altoona City Hall — 1301 12 Street, 4" Floor Common Room

AGENDA

REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF ALTOONA (RA)

CALLTO ORDER
uBLIC COMMENT

REGULAR BUSINESS

. Administration

a. Approval of RA Minutes — Meeting of January 17, 2025
b. Approval of RA Financial Reports —January 31, 2025

. Discussion

a. Executive Director position — Laurence Christian, Strategic Solutions
b. Mow and Lien Update

. Action ltems
. Management Report
. Other Redevelopment Authority Business

. Adjournment




. e N e
AGENDA

REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF ALTOONA LAND BANK (LB)

Iv. CALLTO ORDER
V. PUBLIC COMMENT
VL. REGULAR BUSINESS
1. Administration
a. Approval of LB Minutes — Meeting of January 17, 2025
b. Approval of LB Financial Reports —January 31, 2025
2. Action Items
a. Motion to authorize the solicitor to file a quiet title complaint for the properties listed in

the attached document.

b. Consideration of offer by Walter R. Wertz lll and Melissa A. Wertz of 229 Beech Avenue
to purchase 225-227 Beech Avenue (Parcel #01.07-03..-034.00-000) as a side lot.

c. Motion to authorize staff to issue a Request for Proposals for the acquisition and
rehabilitation by a developer of the properties located at 323-325 and 327-329

Wopsononock Avenue for resale.

3. Management Report
a. ARROW Report

4. Board Discussion Items and Announcements

5. Other Land Bank Business

VIL. ADJOURNMENT

Vill. EXECUTIVE SESSION




REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF ALTOONA
MINUTES
January 17, 2025

The Redevelopment Authority (RA) of Altoona held its regularly scheduled meeting on
Friday, January 17, 2025, at 9:00 AM in the 4% floor of the Common Room in Altoona
City Hall.

Members Present: Chairman Richard Fiore, Jr.; Mayor Matthew Pacifico; Councilman
Ron Beatty; Allen Thompson; Jessica Sprouse

Staff Present: Solicitor Patrick Fanelli; Diana White, Community Development
Director; Adam McCoy, Community Development Accounting Manager; Bette Fischer,
Community Development Clerical Associate III; Nate Kissell, Interim City Manager;
James Trexler, Housing Rehabilitation Manager

Guests Present: Donald Rossman, ARROW Land Solutions, LLC; Bill Kibler, Altoona
Mirror

I. REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF ALTOONA ANNUAL MEETING — CALL
TO ORDER

The Annual meeting was called to order by Chairman Fiore at 9:00 AM.

II. NEW BUSINESS

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS — Nominations were received
from the floor. Motion was made by Mayor Pacifico that Richard Fiore, Jr.
remain as Chairperson. Motion was seconded by Ms. Sprouse. Motion
passed unanimously.

Motion was made by Ms. Sprouse that Allen Thompson remain as Vice-
Chairperson. Motion was seconded by Mr. Fiore. Motion passed
unanimously.

Motion was made by Mr. Thompson that Councilman Beatty remain as
Secretary/Treasurer. Motion was seconded by Mr. Fiore. Motion passed
unanimously.

III. ADJOURNMENT — Motion was made by Mr. Thompson to adjourn the meeting
at 9:02 A.M. Motion was seconded by Councilman Beatty. Motion passed
unanimously.

I. REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF ALTOONA REGULAR MEETING — CALL
TO ORDER

The regular meeting was called to order by Chairman Richard Fiore at 9:03 AM.



II. PUBLIC COMMENT

None at this time.

III. REGULAR BUSINESS

1

. Administration

Approval of Minutes. Chairman Fiore asked the board if everyone
received and reviewed the minutes that were distributed in the board

packet. Motion was made by Mayor Pacifico to approve the
minutes of the December 20, 2024 Redevelopment Authority of
Altoona meeting. Motion was seconded by Mr. Thompson. Motion
passed unanimously.

Approval of Financial Report. Mr. McCoy presented the
Redevelopment Authority of Altoona Financial Report through December
31, 2024. Motion was made by Councilman Beatty to accept the
financial report as presented. Mr. Thompson seconded the
motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of 2025 Meeting Schedule. Ms. White presented the 2025
meeting schedule. Meetings are scheduled for the third Friday of each
month per the by-laws, however, the April 18, 2025 meeting falls on a
holiday and Altoona City Hall is closed. The board discussed and agreed to
move the meeting to April 25, 2025. Motion was made by Councilman
Beatty to approve the 2025 meeting schedule with the change of
the April meeting. Mr. Thompson seconded the motion. Motion

passed unanimously.

. Discussion

Fanelli Legal Change of Practice Letter — Ms. White presented the
letter from Fanelli Legal announcing the Change of Practice from
Fanelli Willett. There was no comment from the board.

Action Items

a. Nomination and appointment of RA representative to the
Greater Altoona Economic Development Corporation board.
Ms. White informed the board that due to Louisa Lobre-Riley’s
retirement, there is a vacancy on the GAEDC board for a
representative from the RA. The next meeting will be in March.

Motion was made by Mr. Thompson to appoint Councilman



Beatty to represent the RA on the GAEDC board. Motion was
seconded by Ms. Sprouse. Motion passed unanimously.

4. Management Report

a. McCrory Building Tour — Ms. White reported that the RA Board
toured the McCrory Building on January 9t. The building is 80%
complete. All of the first-floor tenants will be moving in soon. Solicitor
Fanelli is going to look at the Developer's Agreement to see what is
needed for the RA to sign off of the project and turn the building over
completely to the developer.

5. Other Redevelopment Authority Business
None at this time.

6. Adjournment

Motion was made by Councilman Beatty to adjourn the Altoona
Redevelopment Authority meeting at 9:19 A.M. Motion was
seconded by Mayor Pacifico. Motion passed unanimously.

Approved by Ronald L. Beatty, Secretary/Treasurer
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III.

VI.

REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF ALTOONA LAND BANK
MINUTES
January 17, 2025

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting of the Redevelopment Authority of Altoona Land Bank was called to
order by Chairman Richard Fiore, Jr., at 9:19 AM.

PUBLIC COMMENT

None at this time.

ALTOONA CITY LAND BANK BUSINESS

1. Administration

a. Approval of Minutes. Chairman Fiore asked if there were any

b.

comments on the minutes. Motion was made by Mr. Thompson to

approve the minutes of the December 20, 2024 Redevelopment
Authority of Altoona Land Bank meeting. Councilman Beatty
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Financial Report. Mr. McCoy presented the Financial
Report for the Altoona Land Bank as of December 31, 2024. Motion
was made by Mr. Thompson to approve the Financial Report
through the December 31, 2024, Redevelopment Authority of
Altoona Land Bank. Motion was seconded by Councilman
Beatty. Motion passed unanimously.

2. Action Items

14th Avenue/19t" Street Site Development Request for
Proposals. Ms. White presented the RFP and noted that it is essentially

the same as the one used for Beech Avenue, with the exception that
subsidy would be paid from American Rescue Plan Act funding. Ms.
Sprouse asked that two small changes be made to the RFP: 1) It should
indicate that no electronic proposals will be accepted; 2) a time for
submittal should be added to the March 30, 2025 deadline. Motion was
made by Mr. Thompson to authorize staff to release a Request
for Proposals for the development of single family detached
dwelling units on the 14t Avenue/19th Street site to be

subsidized in part with American Rescue Plan Act funds. Motion

was seconded by Councilman Beatty. Motion passed
unanimously




3. Management Report

a. ARROW Report
Mr. Rossman said ARROW has received everything back from the
heirs of 323-325 Wopsononock Avenue as of December 22, 2024.
Both brothers have executed the agreement of sale. ARROW has
been directed to pay $1,000 to Eric McClellan. Solicitor Fanelli has
provided a quit claim deed to ARROW. ARROW is securing a date
that both brothers can be available so that we can get them a
notarized copy of that deed. ARROW confirmed that there are no
taxes outstanding on the property but are trying to determine if the
brothers paid the 2024 taxes. The tax office is not ready to give that
information out just yet. In response to a question regarding the
vacant lot the RA acquired from the repository at 327-329
Wopsononock Avenue, Solicitor Fanelli confirmed that is part of the
expedited quiet title action. The lot will be made a part of the RFP
for developers to acquire, rehabilitate and sell the 323-325
Wopsononock Avenue property. The RFP will call for merger of the
lots. The subdivision process will be part of the developer’s
responsibilities.

4. Board Discussion Items and Announcements
None

5. Other Land Bank Business
None

VII. ADJOURNMENT

Motion was made by Mr. Thompson to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 AM
Motion was seconded by Mayor Pacifico. Motion passed unanimously.

Approved by Ronald L. Beatty, Secretary/Treasurer
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REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF ALTOONA
1301 12™ STREET, SUITE 400

ALTOONA, PA 16601

{814) 949-2470 v
RALANDBANK@ALTOONAPA.GOV

"::"\' vaarte @0
f 2 TEREL AL
AL THOH]

LAND BANK
PROPERTY ACQUISITION APPLICATION
PROPERTY INFORMATION
PARCEL ADDRESS: 225-227 BEECH AVENUE
PARCEL#: O1,07-03. 434, 00-000 ® VACANT LOT O LOT WITH STRUCTURE

SIZE AND SQUARE FOOTAGE: 50' X 120"

CONTACT INFORMATION
| CONTACT NAME: MELISSA AWERTZ / WIALTER R WER T2 TiL-

PHONE: (814) 631-2221 EMAIL: MWERTZ2000@YAHOO.COM
_STREET ADDRESS: 229 BEECH AVENUE
CITY: ALTOONA ' STATE: PA ZIP CODE: 16601

PURCHASE AMOUNT INFORMATION

OFFER (NUMERICALLY): $3,500.00

OFFER (WRITTEN AMOUNT): THIRTY FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS AND NO CENTS

TYPE OF REQUEST: (PLEASE SELECT ONE)

O NEW CONSTRUCTION O SIDE YARD BEAUTIFICATION O ADDITION OR REMODELING
: O OFF STREET PARKING O RELOCATE STRUCTURE ® OTHER: BACK YARD ACCESS
BRIEFLY DESCRIBE YOUR PLAN:

ALLOW ACCESS TO BACK YARD FROM STREET AND FOR MORE PARKING

PROPOSED USE {PLEASE SELECT ONE)
ALL PROPOSED USE 1S SUBJECT TO ZONING AND LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

RESIDENTIAL | .
@ SINGE FAMILY- O MULT-FAMILY (#UNITS ____) O ACCESSORY BUILDING

O OTHER ‘(DESCRIQE):

NON-RESIDENTIAL 3
O COMMERCIAL O INDUSTRIAL O INSTITUTIONAL (O PARK & RECREATION

O OTHER (DESCRIBE):

Revision Date: 2024-02-01 Pagelof3



LEGAL INFORMATION

APPLICANT. NAME(S), E¥CTLY &5 T/fHev shouLp appear on THEDEED); WALTER R WERTZ 1l AND MELISSA A WERTZ

STREET ADDRESS: 225 -229 BEECH AVENUE

CITY: ALTOONA TUetatEPA 'ZIP CODE: 16601

MARITAL STATUS: O SINGLE.. - ® MARRIED O N/A

""OWNERSHIP (REGARDLESS'OF MARITALSTATUS)* () INDIVIDUAI. - @IGINT
L OOTHER(DESCRIBE) T

“|F APPLICANT IS AN ENTITY, LIST ALL TNDIVIDUALS AND ENTITIES THAT HAVE A DIRECT OWNERSHIP, CONTROLLING OR ., . ",
 MANAGING INTEREST.IN.THE. ENTITY. .G, OFFICERS-DIRECTORS, PRINCIPALS, GENERAL AND:LIMITED PARTNERS; MANAGING -
PARTNERS, MEMBERS, MANAGERS, AND STAKEHOLDERS) (COLLECTIVELY “RELATED PARTIES"):

'DOES THE APPLICANT HAVE ANY ‘OWNERSHIP INTERESTS_ II\I ANY PROPERTIES LOCATED IN AI.TOONA OR ANY OWNERSH!P Lo
-CONTROLLING; OR- MANAGING INTERESTAN-ANY BUSINESS ENTITY-THAT-OWNS-PROPERTY-LOCATED IN-ALTOONARZ == - wom e -

Hiubii O YES @ NO

IF YES LIST THE PROPERTY(IES) AND/OR ENTITY(IES) BELOW. INCLUDE THE PROPERTY ADDRESS-ANDZ|P-CODE, OWNER/ENIITY
“NAME:

AT TR it et Ly e TS G G N e

ZER

:‘NAME

IF THE APPLICANT ISAN ENTITY, INCLUDE A COPY OF THE CURRENT ORGANIZATIONAL DOCUMENTS. SUCH:DOCUMENTS
INCLUDE: .
A. ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION, ASSOCIATION, OR ORGANIZATION, INCLUDING AMENDMENTS (STAMPED ASACCEPTED 3
-BY.THE STATE). - . :
B, - CERTIFICATE.-OF LIMITED. PARTNERSHIP INCI.UDING ADMENDMENTS (STAMPS AS ACCEPTED BYII'HE STATE)
C. - LECAGREEMENT, INCLUDING AMENDMENTS (SIGNED) ‘
D. PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT, INCLUDING AMENDMENTS (SIGNED)

{F THE APPLICANT 1S ‘A:NONPROFIT.ENTITY, INCLUDE'A:COPY: OF-A CURRENT IRS:502{C){3):LETTER OF DETERMINATION: . >

Revision:Date: 2024-02-01 st -PageZof3 A



APPLICATION NOTICE AND CERTIFICATION

NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS
The deed you will receive will be a Quit Claim Deed.

A Quit Claim Deed conveys to the Grantee {applicant) only such interest in property as the Grantor {Redevelopment
Authority of Altoona) may have, the Grantee assuming responsibility for any claims brought against the property.

If it is necessary for Grantee to have title {deed) free and clear of all defects, it will be the responsibility of the Grantee
to seek legal counsel to research title (deed) for any defects (if any), and clear thereof. The Redevelopment Authority
of Altoona will not be responsible for any legal costs associated with or imposed upon such title (deed).

The Redevelopment Authority of Altoona reserves the right to accept or reject any or all offers on any Redevelopment
Authority of Altoona owned property.

Execution of this document signifies my/our understanding of its contents.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND CERTIFICATION
By signing Below, I/we certify that:

{1) 1am not delinquent in paying real estate taxes on any property located within the City of Altoona or Blair
County wherein | have an ownership interest.

(2) 1 have no outstanding violations of the property maintenance code or other codes regarding properties located
within the City of Altoona or Blair County wherein | have an ownership interest.

{3) | have no outstanding municipal utility bills that are more than one year outstanding and owed to the City of
Altoona or Biair County.

(4) if1 am submitting this application on behalf of an entity, | make the above certifications on behalf of the entity
and all Related Parties.

(5) To the best of my knowledge, the information provided in this Pre-Screening Application is true, correct, and
complete.

By signing below, 1/we acknowledge the following:

e The Redevelopment Authority of Altoona may verify any information provided, at its own discretion, including
contacting third parties.

¢ The Redevelopment Authority of Altoona reserves the exclusive right to decide whether to engage in
transactions with any applicant.

ielooa A, /(71%]5

Appllcant s Sighature

QM@&@W

Applicant’s Signature

WV A2, Z0RE

Date

Revision Date: 2024-02-01 Page 3 of 3



